THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

Lafayette promptly declined the command, unless
subject to the-General, and furthermore he "braved
the whole party (Cabal) and threw them into con-
fusion by making them drink the health of their
general" At the battle of Monmouth Washington
gave the command of the attacking party to Lafa-
yette, and after the conflict the two, according to
the latter, "passed the night lying on the same
mantle, talking." In the same way Washington
distinguished him by giving him the command of
the expedition to rescue Virginia from Cornwallis>
and to his division was given the most honorable
position at Yorktown. When the siege of that
place was completed, Lafayette applied for leave of
absence to spend the winter in France, and as he
was on the point of sailing he received a personal
letter from Washington, for " I owe it to friendship
and to my affectionate regard for you my dear Mar-
quis, not to let you leave this country without carry-
ing fresh marks of my attachment to you,0 and in
his absence Washington wrote that a mutual friend
who bore a letter " can tell you more forcibly, than
I can express how much we all love and wish to
embrace you."

A reunion came in 1784, looked forward to by
Lafayette with an eagerness of which he wrote, " by
Sunday or Monday, I hope at last to be blessed with
a sight of my dear General. There is no rest for
me till I go to Mount Vernon. I long for the pleas-
ure to embrace you, my dear General; and the
happiness of being once more with you will be so
great, that no words can ever express it Adieu,ess to
